Infatuation

This nation is certainly verging to a crisis, which no wisdom, no experience, no counsel appears adequate to check or stem. With the example of Massachusetts before our eyes, the ruin and bankruptcy and depreciation of credit, as well as the morals, that have been exhibited by the multiplication beyond all measure of banking institutions; within a week a new bank called the Mechanics’ Bank, has sprung up, the first notice of which, is the circulation of its bank paper; the run for signatures was so great that six or seven hundred persons could not obtain access to the place of subscription. 

In an hour afterwards, a new bank, to be called the Commercial Bank was proposed at the coffee house and a million dollars was said to be subscribed before noon. 

In the course of the day the banks to the number of five additional were in agitation; and all of them expected to be in full blast and bringing in, beside shaving apparatus, seven percent, per annum and a ride of 25 percent upon the principle in a few months!

At the same time we hear of banks starting up like mushrooms in all out inland towns: Lancaster, which already had a branch bank, had another established within a few weeks; another is in motion at Harrisburg; another at York Town., there is one at Reading, one at Easton and One at Washington, Pennsylvania; there are two at Pittsburgh; and we may expect to see the whole property of this flourishing state, and all its useful industry and frugal habits about to be sunk into the den of sordid speculation; to the ruin of innocent private families, to the enrichment of the cunning and profligate; and to the total discredit of this prosperous state. 
Meanwhile our state legislators are raising their patricidal voices, under the banner of ignorance, against the constituted authorities of the union; proclaiming by solemn resolutions, carried by clamors and confusion, more shameful and unruly than the most reprobated proceedings of the French convention; and a motion of thanks to the president of the United States, is withdrawn through the corrupt influence of the executive of Pennsylvania! In the very moment that resistance to the general government and laws of the union are applauded. 

A friend of the governor of Pennsylvania declares to a member of the legislature from this city “We regret that Burr did not delay his movement three or four years longer. Had waited till this time he would have had adherents enough”

Persons concerned in the whiskey insurrection of 1704 are now concerned in the treasonable proceedings at Lancaster and the government of the state exhibits one of the most humiliating spectacles to the friends of representative government, that is to be found in the annals of the world; where all the worst predictions of the enemies of free government have received a sanction in the triumph of depravity and ignorance over the probity and intellect of the state; where the legislature has become, by secret intrigue, the mere instrument of the executive power; the concerns of the public are abandoned or sunk into the artifices and frauds contrived to delude the people and the government exhibits in fact the worst of all forms of government, an oligarchy of ignorance and turpiture (sic). This state of things in the legislature gives encouragement to every species of fraud; everyone of the new projected banks calculates upon obtaining a charter through the ---- of money judiciously bestowed; while undertakings that would benefit the state canals, roads and education are totally neglected or treated with contempt and ignorance is the order of the day.

Meantime money due to the public, to the amount of it, is said, 12 millions of dollars, is contrived not to be recovered, through the pretences of economy in the employment of clerks; and schemes of encreasing (sic) patronage by creating new offices are founded on the disorder of the offices of record, whose principal the spirit of executive sympathy are incompetent to the execution of functions to which they are appointed.

To complete the circle of absurdity, the executive influence is exercised in every part of the state to prevent the circulation of the Aurora, and prevent the detection and exposure of the weakness and wickedness that dominates in the state government ; other presses are silenced by official favor and the exposure of wickedness thus stopt (sic) in the ordinary channels; some unwilling to disgrace themselves by repressing truth are obliged to abandon their presses or their offices and others are directed by official mandate to proceed in diffusing falsehood on path of dismission (sic)
To effect a new dominion over the city of Philadelphia, which one of the counselors of the state executive consigned to flames (the ashes of which as a senator observed in reply would purchase the state) – the mayors court is to be abolished and a new court is to be  constituted by those enemies of judicial usurpation; which is to reward the attorney general with a judgeship; and make for a few more official sycophants so as to convert those who were by the governor’s viceroy, called an “ignorant mob” into the vassals of his most ignorant majesty.
This is a rapid but melancholy sketch of the present state of circumstance of Pennsylvania, a situation in which it cannot long remain; and which calls for all the honesty, talents and public spirit of the people to extricate it.

The measures approving the rebellion of last year were carried by 59 votes to 33; the majority acting in support of Snyder, and in opposition to Madison.

The members of the minority, it is presumed, will either record their protest against the illegal and unconstitutional proceedings, or propose a substitute; both would be preferable.

We shall give either or both publicity, as soon as we receive them.

Meanwhile in the city, there have been set on foot, meetings, to address the executive of the United States, expressing confidence and approbation; while not a man of the delegates possess spirit or a sense of justice to the city or to themselves, to express a single sentiment reprobatory of the reproaches cast upon them; nor of the sentiment of the people on the odious conduct of the executive in fostering rebellion, and countenancing the lawless pretensions of a band of profligate speculators, to cover whose designs has been the real source of the disgraceful armed resistance to law and in the last year; and the proceedings on Olmstead’s case, in the present legislature.
Aurora. Philadelphia; Wednesday, February 7, 1810.

